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Federal court upholds Republican initiative  
to limit out-of-state trash  

 
LANSING – Michigan has moved one step closer to having the out-of-state waste 
restrictions residents have been calling for, thanks to a ruling issued Friday in federal 
court upholding state law, announced Sen. Ron Jelinek, R-Three Oaks. 
 
U.S. District Court Judge Avern Cohn has ruled Michigan’s new restrictions on out-of-
state waste are constitutional and can be implemented Nov. 1. 
 
“This is very good news for Michigan and its residents,” Jelinek said. “This ruling shows 
that with careful consideration, we are able to put some reasonable controls on out-of-
state and out-of country waste and at the same time pass the test of constitutionality.” 
 
The package of new laws imposes restrictions on the importation of Canadian and out-of-
state waste, sets a two-year moratorium on new landfills and gives broader authority to 
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality to enforce these tougher garbage 
standards.  
 
Under the new rules, all Canadian and out-of-state waste is required to meet the same 
stringent standards Michigan has for its own waste. Landfills are required to refuse any 
out-of-state waste that does not meet the tough standards.  
 
The new laws represent a bi-partisan effort to limit the importation of Canadian and out-
of-state waste. Canadian and out-of-state-waste accounts for approximately 25 percent of 
all trash entering Michigan’s landfills. 
 
“These new laws simply say that everyone who dumps in Michigan landfills should abide 
by the same rules as Michigan residents,” Jelinek said. “Michigan residents' efforts to 
save their environment should not be circumvented by others.” 
 
The National Solid Wastes Management Association sued to block the new laws in April 
on the grounds that only Congress, not the state of Michigan, has the power to regulate 
interstate commerce, including trash. 
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